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Extre8 of a ketter from general Gateiy to the prefi-
dext of comgrefsy dated Hillfkorough, Au;uj; 10,
1783,

SIR, ] )

Fx o R N the deepeft diftrefs and anxicty of

mind, I am obliged to acquaint your

H 1 e excellency with the defeat of tne

’ troops under my command. [ ar-
k_;{'; 1ived with the Maryland line, the
actliery, and the Nonh-(_‘arol.mz militia, on the
3jih initant, at Rugely, 13 miles from Camden;
t.ck poft there, and was the next day joined by
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poflible difpatch hither, to endeavour
upon fome plan of defence, in conjunttion with
the leﬁiﬂative body of the fate. 1 thall immedi-
ately difpatch a flag to lord Comwallis, to know
the fituation of our wounded, and the number
and condition of the prifoners in his hands.

Coty of a letter frem colenel Sumpter, 10 general fal Sumner, and the officers of thr

Gates, dated Hateree ferry, duguft 1s, 1780.
Dear General,

I HAVE juft time to inform you, that early
this morning 1 took poffeffion of all the pafs ways
over the Wateree river, from Elkiufes tord to
Mr. Whitears ferry, five miies below Camden,
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to fall the boundary line, and called in
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upwards of 1000 ‘
freth men. “Thefe he added to co!gncl Sumpter’s - 3%

-Pparty of about 700, and gave him the command
of the whole, whilft he came here. 1 haye or.
dered out three regiments from this difri&, and
IMean to put th:m under the command of ene-

j 1 ¢c regular
regiments of this ftate ; fo that I hope in a few

days we fhall be able to affume a tolerable god
countenance, i g

Extradl of a letter from general Gates 10 the profi-
dent of congrefs, dated Hillfborcugh, 4Aug. 30,

1780.
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general Stevens, with 7co militia tiom Virginia; The enemy had guards at many different places S IR, ‘33 n
c.onel Sumpter, who was at the Waxaws with upon the fiver, all of which was evacuated laft I have the honour to enclofe to your excellen- 0] - r ‘
4o South-Carolina mulitia, had, the Sunday night or this morning, and the guards ordered ¢y, for the perufal of congrefs, my letter of this ;;‘ A , g
fore, killed and taken near 300 of the encmy, m;l? hCamdcn, e_xce[:’t thcl;i)elatrd\v:at;r;: ferry, date to gencral Wathington, ii’, l.: [ \
were pofted at the Hanging Rock. - Fhis, which was continucd on both fi es of the river, . , ; i A% 2 e
:ab;) other pitrokel upon the scnfmy‘a' advanced of which the guard upon the weit fide, was fur- EX’mx?rnjrf(:ztz‘liti:’ﬁf{:fnhzm;i? ity ?’a/bmg- i § hi
pois, occafioned their calling in ‘all their out prifed by a party of my men, who kiiied feven, sIfen [ mE £1g. 30, 1780, % h fls
peds to Camden.,  The agt) at_daw light, [ took about thirty prifoners, among w hich was b o my public lettsr to congrefs [ bgve e Vi
sesforeed colonel Sumpt)wit 300 North-Ca. colonel Cary their commander, _together with 5‘7" a ed‘o collc§t authentic returns of the kill- o ‘ll A
militia, 100 of the Maryland line, and two thirty-eight waggons, loaded with corn, rum, ?\1’ “"10112 ¢d and’ miffing of the officers of the His
gpounders from the artillery, having previoufly &c. alfoa number of horfes, the boats areall 4 ;’}h”; line, Delaware regiment, artillerifts, '." y \
adered him down from the Waxaws, and di- upon the oppulfite fide of the river, the ground ?lr'lh thofe of the legion under colonel Armond, SR N i
rlted, as foon as the reinforcements joined him, upon this fide is very had, the eneiny keep up a I?: e ?,“Floud-k . ) Tond b
tat he thould proceed down the Wateree, oppo. conflant fire, but I have rectived no damage P S ;ng.m? broke fo early in the day, and R S
geto Camden, intercept any ftores coming to yet, I intend to keep poffuffion, if f can, until [ “““‘h in fo many directions upon their re.- : 84 B
the en:my, and particuiarly the troops tromm am honcured with your exceilency’s furthgr..‘:‘ea" that very few have fallen into the hands of 4 ve
Ninety-Sex, who were hikewife withdrawn fiom commands. I fhould’ not hive beea fo precipi- the S“G"‘Yi By the firmnefs and bravery of the iy d
that poit. ‘This was well executed by co.onel tate in my movements, but foieiaw th{CXCtﬂ_Wt lco‘ntmmlt.l troops, the vxétory i far_from blood. jie b
Sumpter, as his letter enchyled will thew. difadvantage that wouid refult from their having °f‘ on the part ot the foe, they having upwards 8% te
Hiving communicate@ My plan to tue general the communication open, whereby they were  ©f i "‘f"& with cfficers in proportion, killed ly
ofizers, in the afte'noor of the 15th inftaar,-it—conftantly re eiving both men and provifions. ;‘,’ CACHLS 'Ld°“1 Cornwallis, remained with : e
wis reflvlved to march at 1o at night, to take The émher ot troops, regulais | mean, do his am“)' a F}‘:m ea when 1 received the laft ac- rlk
prt in a very advantageous fituation, with a not exgk&d 1200, and not as gnany as 1000 of c?ulnts éol“' ence. rTW° days after the action jie
éep creck in front, feven miles from Camden ; the militia, who are generally™ickiy and much :? the 1 ‘J‘_’vk"’”“"e cemed ditermined to con- { z
tie heavy haggage, &c. being ordered to march difpirited ; there is a reinforcement fawi to be '"“‘hfg elitie:s us; coonel Sunipter, having
kmediately by the Waxaw road. At 10 the upon the road from town, will arrive in two }rrnl“d 1;;3: 4o s up the river w“"‘f' ¥,
any began to march in the following oruer.— days, the numnver ahour five hundied, ta‘t. WA i g wagghom 3{“‘, prifoners he had 10
Colonel Armond’s lzgion in front, fupported on  As foon as poffible wul give you a more par- t"‘"‘ G UG "'t‘e?‘d' By é'ome indilcretion, L
bth flanks by colonel Porterficid’s regiment, ticular account ot what is paffing, (;xe %eni_wa_re t“ffPfl(i! ] cut'o from their arms, Ak, v
ed the light iutantry of the w.il.tia, the agvanc. I am dear general, with the greatett refpect, 3: ; 10le ré’““ cu xa“ the ":‘58{?“5 and priloners i i“ . :
o guaid of infantry, the Maryland line; with Your excellency’s molt obedicut humbie fcrvant, ;13 de:r}-"at l;’“"}‘:’e bﬁm‘l);cr,f lgce\‘:fm furprife < . i
Baz artillery in front of the brigades, th€ North. THOMAS SUMPTER. Py el angincr‘::ted ;xi: 20; :to :‘"“b ha:_ i ;
Cuolina militia, the Virginia militia, the artil= ;¢ exceilency general Ga‘x_ . icBeviens I ve dicest il hng W p”:‘“" 8@ i
kry, &.. and the rear guard. Having marched P. S. \tgv‘. the. pieature tAWRum your cx. R Bt i ;h'nt B ;-:If:jug.l: to
®aut five miles, the legion was charged by the celiency, that I have this inftant made atout fe. CeAlED oAl there‘{re }l’)c O T e m‘:;"'
reny’s cavalry, and well ‘(upported on the venty ptifoners, all Britifh, fix waggons, ba;. any confiderable. movement to the caﬂwar:l‘ o
5 Liaks, as they were ordered, by colozel Porter- g2ge, &c. jult from Ninsty-tix, many of the while this cerps remains in force upon Hiil fé .
LAliS kld, who beat back the memg"s horfe, and Was  priloners are fick. flank, and (hepm'.in army fhina; m};mner ca;- L
?z?t:it u.;:ortur}a:g y lwlounﬁ.c v bﬁ‘;itﬁ;:r:::‘oy : Exira@ of aletter from governer Nafb 1o the dele. toned in his front.  Anxious for the public good, | 8
:.;nlr{ a; vanu‘ngt w”t]: :irxt‘aMyar lz’nd i~rigadl: gates of North-Carclina, dated Hilljtorough, dug. 1 fhall continue my unwearied.endc_avoun to ft ; 6
mr:ncognt‘::ﬁ::jcnofucd, S rgok prich timc. 23, 1780, ;h_e pr‘ogxets of the encmy,ﬂ_torrcmltat: our afe ,‘.h §~
bregulate. At length, the army was ranged in 8§ IN CE our late defeat near Camdenpa I de- r:lcr;;eroo: f:&.:;”i;":;e"r: f:utcl;‘e:"nextwa:?s and re- z i
bz of batile, in the foliowing order: generai  layed writing till I could give you fome ce®.in Publifbed by order of congrefi @ T !i d
G.t's brigade upoan the right,'}ith his right account-of that unhappy affair.  ‘1he militia, (.HAI{LES' 'J’HZgMSbV e e LLAE
chle to 2 {wamp, the North. ina militia in except one North-Carolina regiment, commard- Ny . e 0L
B¢ center, and the Virginia militia, with the ed on the occafion by colonei Dixon, of the rea A NNAUPOLI S, Sept.aa, - B o
bkl infantry and Forterfield's corps, upon the gyjars, gave way on the firit fire, and fled with Seven hundred non.commiffioned officers and
t; the arnllery divided to the brigades, and (he utmoft precipitation. The regulars and the foldiers of the Maryland divifion hive rejoined
S St Maryland brigade as a corps de reierve, regiment juft entioned, bravely ftood and y o
2 to covet the cannon in the ro,aLatj.pLQchpuﬂudbametsmheﬂhn’t.—By—rh clertion o The following are true copies from two origi- _ . ' 1e el
€Ince In the rear. Colonel ATmMONJ’s COrps  tne militia, the enemy were able ta turn the left - nal letters found in a major Rugely's heufe, w i
oy rdered to the left, ta fuppgre the fsit Bk of the Randing troops, and to Lend their whole 1 1veen miles from Gamden, South:Carolina, it 8 4
id oppofe the enemy’s cavalipe At day light force againtt them. The confliét was obftinate the mijor having_dej arted, on the approach of -~ _ . e o
Pecaeny attacked and drove 1n our light party  and bloody,. and-lafted for~6nernmmmtm-nftvt-'55‘.’},“,0}3,, ih”lu_c'h"l)laﬂe, as not to haye time B
ffont, when I ordered the left to advancé and  our brave tioops had retreated from the aroand, o tecure his papers; the originuls have been o ks
Kk the encmy ; but to my aftonifiment, the they were fiercely chargtd by a party of Britifh compared with feveral letters from lord Rawdon i iz
twing and North-Carolina mititia gave Way. hosfe, whom they repulfed, ant, to their im- ¢ " po o de Kalb and ge | Gates, and ¥
f:n:i.'iral Cafwell and my(elf, affified by a llxun;ber monlal l}_on?lu;, rr;:xdevgomfj1 th:xr,drc:r‘_e:t. Gtc- are exaély and clearly the fame hand writing. ‘
ok, oaxers, did all in our er to rally the bro-  pe al Cafwell has fent in a flag, and a urgeon to X : )
Sory 'l_trobp’s, but to no pl?:;m; for t{x:e enemy . attend the wounded.  As yet we have no parti- Head-Quarters, Camden, July 1, 1780, | 1oy
and £or Q=g round the left flank of the Marylant di- cular account ot the fate of the niitimg, except S IR, t he
ronkrs. JI'% comnpleted the route of the whole militia; of a few principal officers, among thefe is the $ O many=deferters from' the army have paffed o
“Hagiv kft the continentals to oppofe the enemy’s Baron de Kaib; fsid to he mortally wounded. with impunity tl}rougl'x the diftricts which are | B “'L
L, aftm le force, I endeavoured, with general Cafe  Generals Git, smailwoad} Ste » Ruther- under your dire€jon, that I muft neceflarily fuf- oo
< fet 6 YL to rally the militia at forne dittance, on an  ford, Botler and Gregory argdlg, 10 is colonel peét the inhabitdnts to have connived at, if not
2 ‘Comd f1geous piece of ground, but the enemy’s Gunby, who was faid to be killed, To aldd to facilitated, their efcape. If attachment to their

&

Zry continuing to harrafs their rear, they ran o
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ur misfortunes, colontl Sumpter, who the day fovereign, will not move the country people to

irorrent, aid bore all before them. Hop: before the altion had captared a party of the ¢

3¢, that a few miles in thie rear, they might Britith, with forty waggons, was the day after 1 | ] i

(2rer from their panic, and agaid be broaght the aftion overtaken and fotprifed near the good fubje@s, by ufing invariable feverity to-
W order, I.continued my endeavour, but this Hanging Roek, by a party of the Britith horfe. : vho

ewite proved in vain, = g They came oh him fo unprepared, as to oblige neglet of the public intereft. I am therefore,
¢ militia baving taken to,the yoods, in all him and bLis men to fly to the wuod-, leaving § Ty t 1t o

i aY(;’aiw:ll, to their prifoners, w#ggons, and even their arms within the iimits of your command, my firm

| St towards Charlocte. I got fhere late in the behin: ‘

5': but refleing that there was no profpect ral Gates, that he bas colletted “between 7 and
lieding a’ force at thas place; adequate ta  8oe of the Virginia militia antd flate troops.

Y defence of ehe country, I procecded with all General Cafwell mide a ftand at Charlotte, near

them. General Stepbens writes to gene- d

muft be my care to urge them to their duty as

wards every one who fhall fhew fo criminal a Vo

meet a foldier, fraggling without a written pafs
beyond thé picquets ; and fhall not do his utmoit
to fecure him, or thall not fpread an alarm for

heck a crime fo detrimental to his fervice, it

ir, to requeft of you, that you will fiznify to all

etermination in this cafe. 1fany perfon fhall
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